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Meet Our Churches                                     [SPARKS MEMORIAL UMC] 

Sparks Memorial  
United Methodist Church 

900 Maxfield St. 
Waco, TX 76705 

254-799-5124 
www.sparksmemorial.com 

Sparks Memorial United Methodist Church is one of several 
churches in our association sharing the love of Christ in the 
Bellmead community.  They share their facility with a local 
Spanish speaking church, Centro Cristiano Rayo De Luz.  
Outside of Bible study and Sunday services Sparks Memorial 
also has a choral program and quilting group.  

Sparks Memorial offers several services to their local commu-
nity.  One of these is  ESL classes led by McLennan Commu-
nity College, every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am-
12:00pm. Another service they offer is a community meal on 
the last Wednesday of each month.  They regularly serve 
around 100 community members at this monthly gather-
ing.  The church has chosen the last Wednesday of the month 
intentionally so has to provide relief to families whose budg-
ets become tight near the end of the month.  We are grateful 
to Sparks Memorial UMC for their commitment to Helping 
Hands and for their service to the Bellmead community! 

A Story of Hope 
“I had walked five miles in every direction of my hotel seeking 
odd jobs.  On the day I could not find work I stood on a street 
corner with a sign that read ‘single mom with two kids, please 
help.’ I had tears running down my face and I was completely 
humiliated.”    
      -anonymous 

Many of the people we serve express their embarrassment about seeking assistance.  They have 
exhausted their own resources, often have no community or supportive family and now have to 
share their story and need with complete strangers.   
 
This month we had the privilege of helping a woman and her two children during a very diffi-
cult life transition.  She is visually impaired and going blind.  Though she struggles to see, she 
was getting up every day and looking for work to support her children.  She met a family in one 



Has your heart been stirred to serve those 
in need in our community?  Whether you 
like to be on the front line meeting needs or 
prefer to help out in the background there 
is a place for you at Helping Hands Minis-
try.  We are currently seeking volunteers to 
help meet with community members seek-
ing assistance and to shop for and prepare 
food bags for the ministry.   

 
Hours of Operation 
 
Monday & Wednesday 
10:00am-2:00pm 
 
 
 
Location 
 
1201 N. I-35 
 
 
 
Services 
 
Rent & Utility 
Assistance 
 
Emergency  
Shelter 
 
Food 
 
Gasoline 
 
 
 
Phone 
 
254-315-2908 

Helping Hands Ministry       April 28, 2015 

A Story of Hope 

A service of the Tri-Cities Ministerial Association 
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Megan Byrd—Director of Community Ministry 

of the Tri-Cities churches who wanted to help her through this time.  This 
family referred her to our ministry to see what all opportunities were avail-
able for her and her family.   
 
We were able to get her information about health care for herself and her 
children in Texas, about resources for the blind in Waco, and about cloth-
ing for her children.  We were also able to help her with about half of her 
weekly rent for the hotel where she and her children are staying.  When she 
came back to receive assistance with her rent she shared with me that she 
had been offered a job at a local restaurant.  She said she was unsure if she 
could take the position because she would not have income for two weeks 
but that because of our assistance and the care of the family in one of our 
churches she thought she could secure their rent until her first paycheck.   
 
Later I asked her if I could share her story with our churches.  She re-
sponded immediately, “please tell my story, people don’t realize just how 
much a little can help.”  We are so grateful to be able to help families from 
a time of darkness into a time of hope.   
 
Please be in prayer for this family and all those we serve.  No one is invisi-
ble to our Lord.  In fact, Jesus saw and ministered to those most ostracized 
by society.  I pray we are able to be the hands and feet of Jesus in Bell-
mead, Lacy Lakeview and Elm Mott; truly seeing people in their affliction 
and offering hope in their darkness and isolation.   

Lend a Helping Hand—Come Volunteer With Us! 

If you are interested in volunteering with Helping Hands in any capacity please 
contact, Megan Byrd at 254-723-3217 or tricitiesministry@gmail.com. 


