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A NEW YEAR 
Helping Hands is so grateful to have called Connect Church 
its home for nearly fifteen years.  As a result of the growing 
need in our area and your generous donations, we have 
been able to serve more families than ever before.  In 2015, 
we were able to help over 200 families in our communities.  
As a result of this growth it became apparent Helping 
Hands would need to graduate from the beautiful foyer at 
Connect Church and have an office space of its own.  In the 
fall several Tri-Cities churches offered an office space and 
after prayerful consideration we have setup our first office 
space at St. Paul Lutheran Church.   

This ministry we share allows churches of all sizes to help 
members of their community in a time of need.  Most of our 
partnering churches now utilize Helping Hands as their be-
nevolence ministry to the community.  The work we are do-
ing together is so much greater than we could do separate 
and divided.  With all our churches coming together, 
providing funds for this shared ministry, the number of 
qualifying families who have to be turned away is greatly 
reduced.   

We invite you to stop by and see us on Monday or Wednes-
day at 1301 Hogan Lane.  We have a client care center at the 
set of double doors closest to the road and an office through 
the main doors with all the other church staff.  I am grateful 
to see the way God’s body is being united, for the opportu-
nities to minister in the community, and to be ministered to 
by those we serve.   
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“At the end of life we will not be judged by how many diplomas we have 
received, how much money we have made, how many great things we 
have done.  We will be judged by "I was hungry, and you gave me some-
thing to eat, I was naked and you clothed me. I was homeless, and you 
took me in.”  
― Mother Teresa  

Mrs. Jeannetta came to 
Helping Hands this year 
because her family was 
struggling to pay rent.  Her 
husband had recently lost 
his job.  Job loss affects 
many families we serve and 
though her husband had 
already started another po-
sition it would be weeks be-
fore they received his first 
paycheck.   

While many of us have savings, those we serve are grateful to 
God to be able to live from day to day and an unexpected transi-
tion like this can have rippling effects on finances and livelihood 
for months into the future.  We are amazed by the resilience and 
strength of those we work alongside and are so proud to share 
that Jeannetta’s family is stable again.  

 

EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE 

LIVES IMPACTED: MEET JEANNETTA 
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On Palm Sunday the Tri-Cities congre-
gations joined together for a sacred 
time of worship and fellowship at First 
Baptist Church Elm Mott.  We lifted 
our voices together in grateful song to 
our risen savior.   After the service this 
faith family shared a meal, laughed, 
and shared stories old and new.  An 
offering of over $1400 was received to 
support the work of Helping Hands 
Ministry. 

TRI-CITIES CHURCHES 

Chalk Bluff Baptist Church 

Church on the Rock Bellmead 

Concord Baptist Church 

Connect Church  

Elm Mott UMC 

FBC Elm Mott 

Lakeview UMC 

Oaklawn Baptist Church 

Sparks Memorial UMC 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Timber Crest Baptist Church 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/838305.Mother_Teresa


LENDING A HELPING HAND 

Here at Helping Hands we now have a growing number of regu-
lar volunteers!  On Mondays and Wednesdays you can find Carol 
Moravec, Stephanie Mach and Megan Keller at our client care 
desk ministering to community members.  Debbie Kelinske is 
always hard at work in the office helping with numerous admin-
istrative tasks.  And all of these sweet ladies have pitched in to 
help with our tiniest helper, five month old Samuel Byrd.   

Together these women have already given over 150 hours of their 
time this year praying with community members, meeting needs 
and making sure members of our community have a home with 
lights, water, food and gasoline to get to their doctor’s appoint-
ments and interviews for jobs.   

If you are interested in volunteering with Helping Hands we 
could use any skill set!  Specifically we could use help with social 
media and web development, more client care volunteers and 
special events volunteers.   

 

SERVANT SENIORS 

The senior adults at 
Lakeview United 
Methodist have made 
responding to hunger 
needs in their com-
munity a regular part 
of their ministry.  
Each month the 
members of this 
group set aside every 
dollar with a “L,” for 
Lacy Lakeview, in the 
federal reserve seal.  
This group has found 
such a fun way to be 
intentional in their 
giving and is able to 
provide three family 
bags of food each 
month with the do-
nations they collect. 

CLIENT CARE VOLUNTEERS 
Carol Moravec, Stephany Mach and Meghan Keller 
(top row and bottom right) 
 
ADMINISTRATION VOLUNTEER 
Debbie Kelinske (bottom left) 
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Churches of the Tri-
Cities Ministerial Associ-
ation join together to 
provide benevolent assis-
tance to members of the 
Bellmead, Lacy Lakeview 
and Elm Mott communi-
ties in their time of need.   

Through our work we 
hope to see “our commu-
nity healed, the ravages 
of poverty lessened and 
for people to come to Je-
sus because the unified 
church loved them.”  

(quote from Rev. Jack Boden-
hamer)  

Helping Hands 
1301 Hogan Lane 
P.O. Box 154317 
Waco, TX 76715 

  
 

Phone: 254-315-2908 
E-mail: tricitiesministry@gmail.com 

… how your gift helps... 
$7.50      Provides gasoline for a doctor’s 
      appointment or job interview in 
      the Waco area 

$10.00   Gives a person who is homeless 
      food for a day 

$15.00   Provides gasoline for an out-of-town doctor’s     
      appointment or food for a family for  a week 

$75.00   Helps a family who needs assistance with a utility     
      bill or rent 

Helping Hands Ministry 
Tri-Cities Ministerial Association 

Phone: 254-315-2908 
E-mail: tricitiesministry@gmail.com 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  
CLIENT CARE  

Each month we provide assistance to around thirty families!  Client 
care volunteers meet with community members, assess their 
needs, provide assistance, and help make referrals for continued 
care.   

TECHONOLOGY AND WEB DEVELOPMENT 

Helping Hands is in need of someone with technological and web/
social media knowledge to help our growing ministry.    We have 
received gifts to start a website and hope to start communicating 
with our churches and community through various media outlets.  

FOOD BAG PREPARATION 

We provide two different types of food bags to our community 
members.  Churches, church groups and even businesses could 
host a food bag fundraiser.  Shop for or collect food items and have 
a packing party to prepare the bags.  You might even like to pray 
over or add a scriptural blessing to the bags you prepare!  (ask for a 
Hunger Ministry shopping list) 

SPECIAL EVENTS/SHORT TERM COMMITTEES 

If you would be interested in serving for a short period of time with 
a specific focus we will regularly need volunteers to help with fund-
raising events and special planning teams for our ministry.   

If you are interested in any of these volunteer opportunities 
please contact Megan Byrd at 254-723-3217 or                                
tricitiesministry@gmail.com.  
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OUR HOPE 
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